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Research overview

My research fo-
cuses on the field of

computer assisted lan-

This area of ap-

plied linguistics is con-

cerned with the use of
computer technology to assist learners in the
process of second language acquisition.

In recent years, I have been exploring the
potential of network-based communication systems
in language education. In particular, I have
examined the nature of learner communication in
Internet virtual environments designed to support
the study of English as a foreign language. My past
research efforts have focused on investigating the
potential of these tools in CALL. In my recent work
I have attempted to achieve two main goals. I have
explored the nature of learner interaction in
network-based computer-mediated communication
(CMCQ). To this end I have conducted a number of
learner-based studies that have investigated
communication strategy use in chat environments.
I have also explored the potential of task-based
learning in this form of interaction. These studies
have produced encouraging results. My research
has shown that task-based interaction in CMC may
provide learners with an environment in which
they can develop their communicative competence.

In my future research, I intend to further explore

12

guage learning (CALL).

Mark Peterson (GRHIEHR)

the nature of language learning in network-based
CMC. At the present time I am conducting a
research study on the influence on variables such
as age, proficiency levels, task and sociocultural
factors on learner-learner interaction in CMC. This
preliminary study will form the basis of future large
-scale projects involving students based in Japan
and overseas. In conclusion, the focus of my future
research work is the attempt to provide a
principled basis for development in the field of
network-based CALL.

(V== v, w—2)
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