Project Planning in Transdisciplinary Research - Public Lecture

Film as Performance:
Reframing Benshi and
Japanese Early Cinema in
the Age of New Media

Prof. Chika KINOSHITA

(Kyoto University, Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies)

Since Lumiere Brothers’ Cinématographe’s arrival in 1896, every film screening in
Japan — except the previews for journalists and industry insiders — had been
accompanied by a lecturer (benshi)’s live narration until “talkies” with synchronized
sound became standard in the mid 1930s. This presentation introduces the benshi
practice, locating it at the intersection of global modernity and traditions of performing
arts in Japan. We then discuss the benshi’'s contemporary relevance as well as its
historical significance in light of today’s media environment in which the online
spectator/user's commenting on, and repurposing of, moving images has become
prevalent.

Anyone can attend! (Registration not required)

Chika KINOSHITA is a professor of film studies
in the Graduate School of Human and

Date: 2023/5/25 (Thursday)

Time: 16:45-18:15 Environmental Studies at Kyoto University. Her

Place: Underground Large Lecture Hall, research interests are in Japanese film history, with

Graduate School of Human and particular focus on gender and sexuality. She is the

author of Mizoguchi Kenji: Aesthetics and Politics
of the Film Medium
Language: English (Hosei University
Press, 2016) and has

published numerous

Environmental Studies Bldg.

Questions:

essays, chapters, and
Matthew de Brecht film reviews both in
jinkan ryugaku@h.kyoto-u.ac.jp Japanese and in
English.
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