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Cultural variability in simple visual search: Effects of

reading on visual attention in non-reading tasks

Jun Saiki, Ph.D.
Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University

Very simple visual search tasks, such as searching for a longer line among shorter ones, show
significant differences in performance between Westerners and East Asians. These differences can

be explained by different perceptual spans presumably induced by reading experiences.
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