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Transdisciplinarity, the latest buzzword?
What boundary crossing means and how it works in practice
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Transdisciplinarity is increasingly being promoted in research, policy, and
practice—but is it just the latest buzzword? This talk explores what boundary
crossing really entails, moving beyond jargon to examine how researchers,
practitioners, and communities can collaboratively address complex societal
challenges. Drawing on real-world examples, we’ll unpack the principles and pitfalls
of transdisciplinary work, reflect on what makes it effective, and discuss how to
create the conditions that support meaningful engagement across boundaries --
disciplines, sectors, and ways of knowing. I will also share about the Kkinds of skills
and competencies to engage in this type of approach.

Ria Lambino finished her Masters and PhD at Kyoto University Graduate
School of Global and Environmental Studies. She is the Director of Future Earth
Center at the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature, Deputy Director of
Future Earth Global Hub Japan. Her experience spans 20+ years as a practitioner
and researcher focusing on environmental conservation and sustainability in Asia.
She has worked at WWF Philippines (including as Vice president for Sustainable
Production) undertaking collaborative multi-stakeholder projects at different scales,
at RIHN engaging in various transdisciplinary projects, and at Future Earth
coordinating diverse sustainability research and knowledge-action networks. She
works as a boundary-spanner in the in-between spaces of science and policy,

research and practice, and transdisciplinarity.
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